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This invention relates te display racks, par- 
ticulariy for exhibiting articles of merchandise 
such as luggage and similar items in prominent 
locations so that they are immediately observed 
by persons entering a store. 
The principal objects of the invention are. te 
provide a rack of this character having a simple 
and inexpensive ' construction which can be 
shipped te the merchant knocked down in a com- 
pact package and  erected by the merchant with- 
out the use of bolts, screws or tools. 
Other objects of the invention are. te provide 
a display rack which may be formed of light- 
weight rod or wire-like material; te provide a 
structure wherein the parts merely slip inte posi- 
tion and interlock to forma rigid and stable dis- 
play; and to provide a rack structure which does 
hot mat or injure the merchandise. 
In accomplishing these and. other objects of 
the invention, I bave lrovided improved struc- 
ture, the preferred form of which is illustrated 
in the accompanying drawing wherein: 
Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a display rack 
constrtlcted in accordance with the present in- 
vention and particulariy adapted for displaying 
merchandise such as pieces of matched luggage. 
Fig. 2 is an enlarged perspective view of one 
of the she]f units employed in the display rack. 
Fig. 3 is a perspective view of the upper end 
of one of the side members of the rack, particu- 
lariy fllustrating the cross bars for providing a 
pocket for receiving terminal ends of the shelves. 
Fig. 4 is a simflar view of the upper end of the 
opposite side oï the rack and adjacent shelï 
showing the interlocking relation of the shelf 
terminal with the cross bars. 
Fig. 5 is a vertical section through the upper 
portion of the rack. 
Fig. 6 is a ïragmental horizontal section on 
the line 6--6 of Fig. 5. 
Referring more in detail to the drawings: 
 designates a display rack constructed in ac- 
cordance with the present invention and which 
comprises side members 2 and 3 interconnected 
by a plurality of transverse shelf members 
The side members oï the rack are preferably 
ïormed of rod or wire-like material to provide 
laterally spaced legs 5 and $ with the lower por- 
tions  substantially perpendicular and the 
per portions 6 inclined inwardly toward the 
posite side oï the rack te provide a substantially 
pyramid-like structure. The lower ends oï the 
legs have the terminals 9 bent reversely tolie 
along the body of the wire and provide rounded 
portions  0 to prevent marring of the floor. The 

2,600,191 
KNOCKDOWN DISPLAY IACK 
Ben.jmin F. Beach, Fairway» Kans. 
Application V[arch 14, 1949,. serial No.81,305 
3. Claims. (CI. 211--148) 

2 
iegs al"e connected transvm'sely: at substantilly 
the,level oï the respective, shelves by pairs oï 
transverse bars   and  2, the upper ,bars. of, each 
pair having their ends fixed as by welding or the 
5 like te the inner sides, oï the legs and thelower 
bars  are similariy attached to the outor sides 
to provide a passageway or pocket, therebeçween 
ïor interlocking engagement with the sheles 
Each shelf 4 is also .formed oï wee-like mate- 
10 rial shaped to provide parallel horizental rails 
 3 and  4 corresponding in length te the spacing 
between the side members oï the rack at the level 
oï the respective shelves Each rail 
terminates ai its respective ends in  downwardly 
15 extending teminals ï and  that are.inter- 
connected with the space between the legs of 
the respective side members oï the rack. Each 
shelï is preïerably formed of a single piece.oï rod 
or wire bent intermediate its ends te provide one 
.20 of the horizontal ries  and terminal portions 
-and  at that end of the shelf. The rods are 
also bent substantially laterally as ai 6 te ïorm 
the rails I and 4, the opposite ends are bent 
as at 9 te provide the terminal portions §, 
25 and cross rie  at that end of the shelf. The 
ends ïorming the bar portion  are preferably 
welded together as indicated at 20 to maintain 
the depth oï the respective shelves. 
In packaging the rack, the side members 2 and 
30  may be placed one on top oï the other and the 
shorter shelves 4 are nested within the longer 
shelves so that they may be placed compactiy 
on top of the side frames. The knocked-down 
rack may then .be packaged in a substantially 
35 long, fiat carten and shipped te the merchant ïor 
assembly. 
The rack is readfly assembled by placing the 
side members in substantially the relationship 
they assume in the assembled rack and the lower- 
40 most shelï is inserted between the lower pairs of 
bars   and 2 by passing the horizontal rie por- 
tion   over the upper rafls 9 with the rie portions 
 passing into the pockets formed between the 
transverse bars !  and 2. When the ends oï the 
45 horizontal rafls  and 4 seat upon the upper 
bars 2, the horizontal rie portion  of the shelf 
is located slightiy below and at the inside of the 
bars   whereby the shelf and side members are 
interlocked and retained in substantially rigid 
50 position. The other shelves may be similarly 
tached to the side ïrames and when the rack is 
completely assembled the shelves rigidly space 
the side members throughout the height oï the 
rack and provide support for the articles of 
55 merchandise such as the articles of luggage which 
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may be placed on the respective shelves as shown 
in Fig. 1. 
lrom the foregoing it is obvious that I have 
provided a rack that ls of simple and inexpenslve 
construction and which may be shipped knocked 
down and readily assembled by the merchant 
without the use of bolts, screws or tools. 
What I claire and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent is: 
1. A display rack including opposite side mem- 
bers each having lateraHy spaced legs and verti- 
cally spaced pairs of transverse bars with the up- 
per bar of each pair fixed to inner sides of said 
legs and the lower bar of each pair spaced below 
and fixed to the outer sides of said legs to pro- 
vide a pocket between the bars of each pair of 
transverse bars substantially in plane with the 
legs of the respective side members, and shelves 
having parallel rails spaced apart in accordance 
with the spacing of the legs of the respective side 
members and having support on the upper trans- 
verse bars and provided with terminals extending 
downwardly over outer sides of said upper trans- 
verse bars and into said pockets in parallelism 
with the legs of the respective side members and 
in bearing contact with inner sides of the lower 
transverse bars, and said shelves having ries hold- 
ing the rails in said spaced apart relation. 
2. A display rack including opposite side mem- 
bers each having lateralIy spaced legs and ver- 
tically spaced pairs of transverse bars with the 
upper bar of each pair fixed to inner sidei of said 
legs and the lower bar of each pair spaced below 
and fixed to the outer sides of said legs to provide 
a pocket between the bars of each pair of trans- 
verse bars substantially in plane wth the legs of 
the respective side members, and shelves havtng 
parallel rails spaced apart in accordance with the 
spacing of the legs of the respective side mem- 
bers and having support on the upper transverse 
bars and provided with terminals extending 
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downwardly over outer sides of said upper trans- . 
verse bars into said pockets in parallelism with 
the legs of the respective side members and in 
bearing contact with inner sides of the lower 
5 transverse bars, and said shelves having ries in- 
terconnecting said terminals of the rafls holding 
said rails in said spaced apart relation. 
3. A disp]ay rack inc]uding opposite side mem- 
bers converging toward each other, each of sald 
10 side members having latèrally spaced legs and 
vertically spaced pairs of transverse bars with the 
upper bar of each pair fixed to inner sides of said 
legs and the lower bar of each pair spaced below 
and fixed tothe outer sides of said legs to provide 
15 a pocket between the bars of each pair of trans- 
verse bars substantially in plane with the legs of 
the respective side members, and shelves having 
parallel rafls spaced apart in accordance with the 
spacing of the legs of the respective side members 
20 and having lengths for support on the inner bars 
and provided .with terminals diverging down- 
wardly over outer sides of said upper transverse 
bars in paraHelism with the legs of the respective 
side members and in bearing contact with inner 
25 sides of the lower transverse bars, and said 
shelves having ries holding the rafls in said spaced 
apart relation. 
BENJAMIN 1. BEACH. 
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